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several times. Her father became annoyed when she did
not obey his command to "stop it." Her mother, however,
said, "Cornelia, where is your new picture book? Bring it
to me." Cornelia immediately trotted off to find the book
and never gave the lights another thought. Suggesting other
things to do is one way of substituting a desirable for an
undesirable response. "The world is so full of a number of
things" that activities for children which are also tolerable
to adults can usually be discovered. Used automatically,
however, and without imagination, this method of substitu-
tion is soon recognized by children as a trick to divert their
attention. It is effective only when the activity substituted
is an intrinsic part of their field of interest and is recognized
as such by them.
LEARNING   THE   LANGUAGE
The suggestions given for the development of speech in
the first two years apply as well to this later preschool period.
Two points should be especially emphasized: (1) a child
can learn no faster and do no better than his level of
maturation and native capacity will permit him, and (2) the
indirect method of teaching — arranging the situation so that
the correct process will be aroused and approval follow its
use — is the best one.
Understanding of the Child's Capacity to Learn. — Many
grownups do not realize how difficult it is for some children
to master certain consonants. * Walter de la Mare tells about
one four-year-old, sensitive about her missing r's, who was
embarrassed by having to call Jerry, the dog, Jellie, especially
in the presence of her brother with his superior six-year-old
language ability. She w^as delighted when her mother "in a
moment of inspiration referred to the animal as Jinks."
Even bright children sometimes appear to be stupid in re-
membering certain words and in mating distinctions that
seem easy and clear to adults. Trying to modify children's
behavior by merely urging them to change it without regard
to their capacity to learn at that particular time is almost
certain to set up inhibitions and create friction. Holding

